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Top Luftwaffe ace of Battle of Britain Major Adolf Galland, Kommodore of 1G 26
.Schlageter'. After the war he said: I like Mickey Mouse. | always have. And [ like cigars,

but | had to give them up after the war.” During Battle of Britain he even asked for
installation of cigar lighter into his Bf 109. Photo: SDASM

The Battle of Britain is one of a list of legendary milestones that defined World War
Two, while, at the same time, being one that played out exclusively in the air. As far as
the RAF is concerned, it began on July 10th 1940 and lasted to the end of October
of the same year. Its multi-national character was underscored by the fact that thir-
teen other nations had participated on Britain's behalf. As far as the Germans are
concerned, the battle began just shy of a month later, and ended with the first failure
since the war began.

To grasp the circumstances surrounding the Battle of Britain, it is necessary to remind
ourselves of some important facts emanating from the Battle of France, which itself
went from the 10th of April to June 25th, 1940. During this time period, German pilots
and anti-aircraft gun crews claimed a total of 2,379 enemy aircraft shot down, with
another 1,850 destroyed on the ground. However, the Germans lost 1,401 aircraft,
with a further 672 damaged. Pilots flying the Messerschmitt Bf 109 claimed 1,233
kills, but themselves lost 284 aircraft, with another 178 damaged. The number of
shot down Bf 109s accounted for 28% of the total of the Order of Battle of units
that served in the conflict. A total of 83 pilots lost their lives, and 51 were wounded.
A further 56 ended as prisoners of war. The actual total of captured airmen was much
higher, and prior to the fall of France, the Allies were in talks regarding the transfer of
all prisoners taken on French soil to Canada. That, however, did not happen, and as
a result, at the end of June and beginning of July, several hundred well trained and
experienced pilots were returned to Germany, instead of making their way across the
Atlantic. Among them were such notable figures as Werner Mélders, Wolf-Dietrich
Wilcke and Klaus Mietusch.

The Wehrmacht defined its priorities in the war against England at the end of June,
with three possible outcomes: 1) initiating a blockade that would cut off United King-
dom from the rest of the world, 2) terrorizing attacks against the civilian population,
and 3) an invasion with the goal of occupying United Kingdom. Assets would be focu-
sed on the defeat of the RAF and to gain, and maintain, air superiority, which would
make the invasion possible,

Fighter units of the Luftwaffe needed to replace their losses in terms of men and
material after the French campaign. There was a realization that the needed infra-
structure was not in place in northwest France to support the planned attack on United
Kingdom. The building of airfields through July and into August, which was a critical
period for the harvest, was naturally met with protests from French farmers.

Three Luftflotte were employed for the attack on Great Britain, each tasked with tar-
gets in specific areas of the island. Luftflotte 5 (with no fighter component) was based

in Scandinavia and focused on action over eastern Scotland. With bases in Western
Europe, Luftflotte 2 concentrated their efforts on eastern England and Luftflotte 3 was
to focus on western England and Wales.

Fighter wings armed with single engined aircraft (Jagdgeschwader) during the
spring of 1940 were taking delivery of the modernized Bf 109E-4, which were equi-
pped with a pair of 20mm MG FF/M cannon in the wings, instead of the MG FF that
was in the Bf 109E-3. The redesigned cockpit canopy allowed for the installation of
a larger armoured plate behind the pilot’s head, and for the easier installation of
an armoured windscreen. However, this version still did not offer the option of a long
range tank under the fuselage. This resulted in limited range for the Bf 109s used
agdadinst England, and the Bf 109E-7, which did accommodate a drop tank, did not
come into service until after the Battle of Britain, in November 1940. The older E-3,
with two cannon and two 7.92mm machine guns, and the ‘light’ E-1 version, armed
with four of the 7.92mm guns, were, surprisingly, in production until August 1940.

To facilitate the Bf 109’s use as a fighter-bomber, German aircraft manufacturers
were producing the E-1/B and the E-4/B, equipped with fuselage racks for 250kg
bombs. Another modification, albeit less common, was in the installation of the DB
601N engine, rated at 1175k. So-equipped aircraft were designated Bf 109E-3/N
or E-4/N, and required the use of 100octane fuel, C3. These versions could achieve
higher performance at higher altitudes, but their numbers were very limited. Determi-
ning the exact version of the Emil is often quite difficult, because dircraft were often
upgraded, and some more than once.

Individual Jagdgeschwader units were attached to the aforementioned Luftflotte
2 and 3. For their organizational elements, and their co-ordination within the system,
each Luftflotte had a command hub directing fighter ops (Jagdfliegerfuhrer, shor-
tened to Jafi), and their designation number corresponded to that of the Luftflotte
under which they fell.

The commander of Jafii 2 was a First World War fighter pilot, GenMaj. Kurt-Bertram

von Déring, and he was responsible for JG 3, JG 26, JG 51, JG 52 (including 1.(J)/
LG 2) and JG 54. Besides that, Luftflotte 2 also had under it Il. Fliegerkorps, which
included Erprobungsgruppe 210, tasked with the testing of aircraft in the role of
fighter-bomber, and flew such types as the two seat Bf 110 as well as the Bf 109E.

Another veteran of the First World War was Oberst Werner Junck, and he was the
commander of Jafi 3, giving him command of JG 2, JG 27 and JG 53. The Battle
of Britain was the last aerial campaign where the German side was led by veterans
of the First World War. For example, Kommodore JG 3, Obstlt. Carl Viek served in
the infantry in 1918, JG 27 CO Obstlt. Max Ibel was with a flame thrower unit, and
Kommodore JG 2 ‘Richthofen” Obstlt. Harry von Bulow-Bothkamp was a Great War
fighter ace. This generation gradually left these positions as commanders of air assets,
and by about the midway point of the battle with the RAF were replaced by younger
and more aggressive flyers. The top dog among them that were left was Kommodore
JG 51, Oberst Theo Osterkamp, a holder of the Pour le Mérite and the most successful
naval fighter of World War One. He was replaced by the then also legendary Major
Werner Mdlders. Osterkamp took over command of Jafii 2.

The Luftwaffe conducted a ‘contact phase’ over The English Channel over the course
of July 1940. It's purpose was to probe the tactics and capabilities of the enemy.
At the same time, it was to reduce the assets of the RAF. The bulk of these operations
were the responsibility of Osterkamp’s Jagdgeschwader 51 and several other indi-
vidual fighter groups (Jagdgruppen). These actions involved escorting bombers that
were harassing shipping convoys, as well as fighter sweeps, which were performed
over the southeast of England. The main goal was to gain superiority over the English
Channel, and the Germans also referred to this period of the war as ‘Kanalkampf’,

The Channel was a significant psychological barrier to overcome for the German pi-
lots, who were trained for years for combat over dry land. The awareness of the fuel
gage, the compass and time were more relevant under the new conditions. Despite
initial fears and trepidations, only a few pilots ended up in the drink due to the ex-
haustion of their fuel. The vast majority of pilots who had to ditch in the Channel had
to do so for reasons of damage sustained in combat as opposed to having run out of
gas. To this end, the Germans made efforts to ensure the best chances of survival for
their airmen by providing rescue services. There was even a case of a German pilot
being rescued by his colleagues from the Thames estuary!

The Germans did manage to gain air superiority over the Channel during ‘Kanal-

kampf’. But the RAF turned out to be a very capable opponent. Noteworthy were
the experiences of lll./JG 52 over the 24th and 25th of July over Margate and
Dover. Over the course of both fights with No. 610 Squadron RAF Spitfires, two ene-
my aircraft were downed, but losses amount to eight aircraft and pilots. What was
shocking about the whole thing was that shot down or captured were the Gruppe
commander, his Adjutant, and four Staffel COs! The unit had to be withdrawn from the
front after a few days. The rookies at the time with the unit included the likes of future
legends Ginther Rall, Edmund Rossmann and Josef Zwernemann.

Over the latter half of July and the first week of August, northwestern France saw
a significant influx of fighter units, and their numbers reached twenty-five Jagd-
gruppen, integrated into (except for ErprGr. 210) the aforementioned eight Jagd-
geschwadern. From the German point of view, the Battle of Britain began on August



8th, 1940, when the so-called ‘Intensified Phase of the War Against England’ (vers-
charferte Luftkrieg gegen England) began, and lasted to the end of October of the
same year.

These fifty days, however, did not involve a concentrated, day-to-day struggle. For

example, there were twelve days of complete aerial inactivity brought on by lousy
wedather. German actions over eighteen days were considered light, with a total of
under 200 sorties. In most cases the sorties were weather reconnaissance and inter-
cepts of Allied aircraft over France and Belgium.

Messerschmitt Bf 109E-4 of Stab G 53 ,,Pik As" photographed during refueling
at captured British airbase La Villiaze, Guernsey, Channel Islands. Hptm. Wilhelm
Meyerweissflog a 51 years old Great War veteran was captured with this machine
on September 5, 1940. Photo: Bundesarchiv via Wikimedia Commons

From the beginning of that so-called ‘Intensified Phase’ of the war, the number of
combat ready pilots fell from around 250 to 650. Only on fifteen days, the number
of combat sorties was so high, that there was a specific number of pilots that flew
more than once. German historian, Dr. Jochen Prien and his collaborators, claim that
between the 8th of August and 30th of October, 1940, the average German pilot
undertook fifty combat sorties lasting 80 to 100 minutes, and that around twenty of
these flights would have involved contact with the enemy. Naturally, there were excep-
tions, usually involving Gruppe and Staffel commanders.

After two days of widespread combat over England, the Germans began Operation

‘Eagle Attack’ {Unternehmen Adlerangriff) on August 13th, which was an intensive
phase in the confrontation with the RAF, and raids on her infrastructure. This day had
the codename ‘Eagle Day’ (Adlertag), and started a week of the battle. By August
18th, German fighter pilots (on Bf 109s and Bf 110s) claimed 386 kills for the loss of
61 downed or heavily damaged Bf 109s and 70 two-seat Bf 110s. Over that time
of just short of a week, the Luftwaffe lost 93 twin-engined bombers and 42 Ju 87
Stuka dive-bombers. The Ju 87 was no longer utilized over England from that point
on. However, it wasn't so much a result of the losses themselves, which were quickly
made good, but rather for type’s range limitations. After August 15th, bombers of
Luftflotte 3 and 5 were relieved of daylight bombing duties, and began only nightti-
me operations.

A week after Adlertag, the Luftwaffe leadership decided that a change in the way
fighter escorts were conducted was in order. They were required to stay as close as
possible to those in their trust, which took away their main tactical advantage — free
lance escort missions, spotting the enemy and attacking in time from a height advant-
age. The difficulties of close escort missions was explained by Ginther Rall (275 kills)
in his memoirs: ‘Escorting Stukas over the Channel could be likened tfo trying to get
a family of hedgehogs across a highway. Stukas flew horizontally at some 250km/h,
which wasn't much more than a fully loaded and fueled Bf 109 needed just to stay in
the air...on the highway, you can only save the hedgehogs by stopping traffic as far
away as possible, and not by zigzagging through traffic with them.’

At the beginning of September the RAF began to concentrate solely on the bomber
formations, and tried to ignore those formations that the radar stations identified as
fighters. On September 5th the Luftwaffe decided to nominate a Staffel in every
Jagdgruppe, and task them with bombing missions. In this way, the Germans reduced
their fighter capacity, fighters which might have played a pivotal role in the defeat
of the RAF, which wasn't all that far off to begin with. Another, and more critical,
mistake came on September 7th, when Garing decided to switch the target from
the infrastructure of the RAF to London. This led to many dvilian casualties, but the
RAF was able to use this time to reorganize and replace losses. All came to a head
on September 15th over eastern London, when a combination of bad weather and
a well coordinated RAF infercept caused the German to suffer their greatest losses
during the Battle of Britain — 36 bombers and 22 fighters were either shot down or
heavily damaged.

The Luftwaffe changed tactics once again on September 20th. Its fighter-bombers
conducted bombing raids from altitudes of several thousand meters. The effectiveness
of these raids was very low, and involved instilling fear into the general population,
but it did force the RAF to send out fighters against fighter formations of the Luftwaffe,

In the following weeks, the Luftwaffe shifted tactics in various ways, and achieved
partial success in combat against RAF fighters and during attacks by twin-engined
bombers. An attack against Supermarine in Woolston was able to temporarily halt
production of the Spitfire. By mid-October, in any case, the Germans put off the in-
vasion of England, dubbed Operation ‘Sea Lion’ (Unternehmen Seeléwe), indefinitely.
The danger of an invasion on the remaining free part of Europe had been eliminated.
In hindsight, using the Bf 109 as a bomber can be viewed as a waste, which them-
selves were in need of an escort. These missions were called Jaboeinsétze, and in
October, the Luftwaffe conducted some 2,633 of them, most focused on London. This
involved around 660 tonnes of explosives. The same amount of destructive potential
could be delivered three years later on Germany by around 240 Boeing B-17s in
one raid.

An interesting chapter in all this lies in the system of identification markings on sin-
gle-engined fighters during the Battle of Britain. At the beginning of August, an order
was issued to the units, specifying the application of yellow paint on a small areas
of the rudder, fin, and ends of the wings. There was a certain amount of confusion
surrounding these orders, and, at least, downed I1./JG 2,1./1G 3,I./1G27,1./1G 52
and llIl./JG 53 aircraft carrying white identifiers were documented by the British. This
was supported by an order issued by the Luftwaffe on August 10th, which reiterated
that white is not to be used, and that the correct color was yellow. At least some units
under Jafi 3 had not implemented any markings before the end of August.

The well documented cases of yellow cowls and completely yellow rudders were
ordered on September 9th, 1940, to be used as identifying features for aircraft
used as fighter-bombers, which evidently included their escorts. It is interesting to note
that the Germans issued orders on September 3rd, requiring identifying markings on
French civil and courier aircraft. This also involved yellow wingtips, as well as yellow
ends of the fuselage to the length of about 2m, and the rudder.

Between August 8th and October 31st, 1940, the Luftwaffe paid for the Battle of
Britain with the loss of over five hundred Bf 109s, either destroyed outright or heavily
damaged. Approximately four hundred of their pilots were either killed in action,
or were captured, and around another fifty were seriously injured. German airmen
(including Bf 110 crews) claimed 2,169 victories. Luftwaffe leadership assumed that
about one-third of these could have been claimed by more than one pilot, and this
would not be too far off actual RAF losses. Even so, the Luftwaffe could not objectively
gage the overall situation of the enemy, and were led to make bad decisions. The
British, in this regard, were in a much more favorable position, and thanks to radar,
were able to effectively and appropriately react to tactical situations as they deve-
loped. As such, ULTRA, who was able to uncover German messages by deciphering
the Enigma codes, didn't play a pivotal role in the direction that the fighting took.
The Germans sent out most orders and instructions via land based telecommunication
channels. ULTRA was able to uncover the preparations for ‘Adlertag’, but was not able
to provide its meaning or timing.

Likely, the greatest losses suffered in one day of all Jagdgruppen involved in the
fighting was by 1. /1G 77, on August 31st, 1940. It was its first involvement in the Battle
of Britain. The unit claimed five victories, but lost seven Bf 109s and six pilots, and
another two aircraft were damaged. The only pilot who was rescued, was Fw. Adolf
Borchers, future holder of the Knight's Cross, and an ace with 132 kills to his credit.

The most successful fighter pilots between August 8th and October 31st, were Adolf

Galland of JG 26 with 32 kills, Helmut Wick of JG 2 with 30 kills, Werner Mélders
of JG 51 with 28, Walter Oesau from JG 51 with 25, and Herbert Ihlefeld of L.(J)/
LG 2, with 21 kills. The three most successful Jagdgruppe in the same time period
were |./JG 2 ‘Richthofen’ with 126 confirmed kills, lll./JG 26 ‘Schlageter” with 105,
and IIl./JG 51 with 89 kills.

e
Staffelkapitdn of 9./JG 3 Oblt. Egon Troha was captured with this Bf 109E-4 on
QOctober 29, 1940 after combat with 7 4. Sq. Spiffires. This airplane originally belonged

to Lt. Franz Achleither who was captured with different machine on August 24.
Photo: IWM via Wikimedia Commons
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Major Adolf Galland, Kommodore JG 26 ,,Schlageter” a netispésnéjsi stiha¢ Luftwaffe
v Bitvé o Britdnii. Po vdlce vzpominal: ,Mdam rdad Mickey Mouse. VZdy jsem ho mél rad.
A také mdm réd doutniky, ale musel jsem se jich po vdlce vzddt”. B&hem Bitvy o Britdnii
si dokonce ekl o nainstalovdni zapalovace doutniku do své stodevitky. Foto: SDASM

Bitva o Britanii je jednim z legenddrnich milnikd druhé svétové valky a sou-
Zasné prvni bitvou, kterd se odehrdla zcela v rezii leteckych sil. Z pohledu
RAF zapoéala 10. €ervence a trvala az do konce Fijna 1940. Jeji mezindrodni
dopad umociivje fakt, Ze na strané RAF se boji zo¢astili letci dalich tFindcti
zemi. Z némeckého pohledu zacala bitva az o necely mésic pozdéji a skoncila
prvnim vojenskym nedspéchem od vypuknuti vdlky.

Pro okolnosti bitvy o Britcnii je dobré si pfipomenout néktera dileZita fakta z
vysledku bitvy o Francii, kterd probihala od 10. kvétna do 25. Eervna 1940.
N&meti letci a protiletadlovi délostfelc pfi ni ohldsili sestfeleni 2379 letound
profivnika a daliich 1850 stroji bylo zni¢eno na zemi. Luftwaffe viak piisla o
1401 stroji a daliich 672 bylo poskozeno. Némecti stihaci s Messerschmitty Bf
109 narokovali 1233 vitézstvi, sami viak pfisli o 284 znicenych a 178 posko-
zenych letound. Pocet sestielenych Bf 109 pFedstavoval 28 % z tabulkového
stavu nasazenych jednotek. Celkem 83 stihacich letcd padlo a 51 bylo zranéno.
Dalsich 56 skoncilo v zajeti. Celkovy pocet zajatych letcd Luftwaffe byl daleko
vy$si a pred kapitulaci Francie mezi sebou Spojenci vedli jednani o transferu
viech letcd zajatych na vzemi Francie do Kanady. To se v3ak nepodafilo a tak
se na prelomu &ervna a &ervence vrdtilo nékolik set skvéle vycvicenych letch
do Némecka namisto aby putovali pfes Atlantik. Mezi nimi byli tak vyznamni
stihaci jako Werner Mélders, Wolf-Dietrich Wilcke nebo Klaus Mietusch.

Veleni Wehrmachtu na konci ¢ervna definovalo priority ,valky proti Anglii*
s ffemi moznostmi: 1) ,,obleZeni® pii némz mélo dojit k zablokovani prepravy
mezi Briténii a zbytkem svéta 2) ,terorizujici utoky* proti civilnimu obyvatelstvu
a 3) ,vylodéni* s cilem obsadit Velkou Britdnii. Jejich nasledné valecné sili
se soustfedilo na pordzku RAF a ziskdani vzduiné pievahy, kterd by umoZnila
vylodéni v Anglii.

Stihaci jednotky Luftwaffe po bitvé o Francii potfebovaly doplnit ztraty na
technice i na lidech. Pro pldnovany Otok proti Britanii navic nemély v severo-
zdpadni Francii dostatecnou infrastrukturu. Budovdani polnich letist’ v &ervenci
a na zaZdatku srpng, tedy v dob& Zni, se pochopitelng setkalo s protesty fran-
couzskych zemé&délcd.

Pro dtok na Britanii byly vyclenény tfi Luftflotte, které mély na starosti cile
v roznych ¢astech ostrova. Luftflotte 5 (bez stihacich jednotek) se zdkladnami
ve Skandinavii byla zaméfena na vychodni Skotsko, ze zdkladen v zdapadni
Evropé operovala Luftflotte 2 soustfedénd na vychodni &ast Anglie a Luftflotte
3 mé&la napadat cile v zdpadni Easti Anglie a ve Walesu.

Stihaci eskadry s jednomotorovymi letouny (Jagdgeschwader) bé&hem jara
a léta 1940 dostavaly modernizované Bf 109E-4, které byly vybaveny dvé-
ma 20 mm kanony MG FF/M v kfidle namisto MG FF u verze Bf 109E-3. Novy
typ prekrytu kabiny u verze E-4 umozZiioval instalovat zvétiené pancéfovani
opérky hlavy a snadnou montaZ pancéfového skla. Tato zlep$end verze viak
stdle nezahrnovala moZnost pouZiti pfidavné nadrZe pod trupem. Stodevitky
tedy mély zna¢né limitovany dolet a verze Bf 109E-7, kterd pouziti pridavné
ndadrze umoziiovala, byla k dispozici aZ po skonceni bitvy o Britdnii v listopadu
1940. Stardi verze E-3 s dvéma kanony a dvéma kulomety rdze 7,92 mm
a lehkd” verze E-1 vybavend &yfmi kulomety raZe 7,92 mm se kupodivu
vyrabély az do srpna 1940.

Pro budouci pouziti stodevitek v roli stihacich bombardérd vyrabély némecké
letecké fovarny verze E-1/B a E-4/B vybavené trupovym zdvésnikem pro 250
kg pumu. Dal3i, ale méné& obvyklou modifikaci, byla montaz motoru DB 601N
s vykonem 1175 k. Takto vybaveny stroj se oznaZoval Bf 109E-3/N nebo
E-4/N a vyzadoval 100 oktanové palivo C3. UmoZiioval stodevitce dosahovat
lepsich vykonid ve vysSich letovych hladindch, ale pocet téchto stroji byl maly.
Urcit konkrétni verzi Emila” je nékdy obtizné, protoze byly ¢asto upravovdny
na vy33i standard", nékteré stroje i vicekrdt.

Jednotlivé Jagdgeschwader byly zaglenény pod iz zminénou Lufflotte 2 a 3.
Pro jejich vedeni a koordinaci méla kaZdd Luftflotte své stiedisko veleni stiha-
cich operaci (Jagdfliegerfihrer, zkracené Jafii) oznacené stejnym Eislem jako
nadfizend Luftflotte.

Velitelem Jafi 2 byl stiha& z prvni svétové vélky GenMaj. Kurt-Bertram von
Déring a spadaly pod ngj IG 3, JG 26, 1G 51, JG 52 véemé L(J)/LG 2 a JG
54. Mimoto k Luftflotte 2 patfil i Il. Fliegerkorps v jehoZ podFizenosti byla na-
sazena Erprobungsgruppe 210. Tato jednotka se specializovala na testovani
stihacek v roli stihacich bombardérd a pouZivala jak dvoumistné Bf 110, tak
i Bf 109E.

Daldi stihaci veterdn Velké vélky Oberst Werner Junck byl velitelem Jafu 3
a byly mu podfizeny JG 2, JG 27 a JG 53. Bitva o Britanii byla pro Némce
posledni leteckou kampani, pfi niz byli ve vedeni bojovych Gtvard nasazeni ve-
terdani z 1. svétové valky. Napfiklad Kommodore JG 3 Obstlt. Carl Viek slouZil
v roce 1918 u péchoty, velitel JG 27 Obstlt. Max Ibel u jednotky s plameno-
mety a Kommodore JG 2 ,Richthofen Obstlt. Harry von Bilow-Bothkamp se
stal za Velké vdlky stihacim esem. Tato generace postupné opustila své pozice
v Cele bojovych dtvard zhruba do poloviny letecké bitvy s RAF a vystfidali ji
mladii a agresivngj3i letci. Prvni vladtovkou byl na konci €ervence 1940 Kom-
modore JG 51 Oberst Theo Osterkamp, drZitel Fadu Pour le Mérite a neju-
sp&3n&Ri ndmofni stihad 1. svétové vdlky. Ve funkei jej vystiidal jiZ v tu dobu
legenddrni Major Werner Mélders. Osterkamp se ujal funkce velitele Jafi 2.

Ze strany Luftwaffe nad Kandlem La Manche b&hem Zervence 1940 probi-
hala takzvand | kontakini féze* (Kontakiphase), kterd méla za cil otestovat
taktiku a schopnosti nepfitele. Soucasné méla oslabit letecké jednotky RAF
Tihu téchto boji po vétsi cast mésice méla na svych bedrech jen Osterkampova
Jagdgeschwader 51 a nékolik sumostatnych stihacich skupin (Jagdgruppen).
Slo jak o doprovody bombardérd pfi dtocich na konvoije, tak i o volné stiha-
ni, které logicky zasahovalo aZ nad pobfieZi jihovychodni Anglie. Cilem bylo
ziskat vzdusnou pfevahu nad Kandlem, tomuto obdobi Némci fikali také ,Ka-
nalkampf*.

Priliv byl vyraznou psychologickou bariérou pro némecké letce, ktefi byli fadu
let cvigeni pro boj nad pevninou. Kontrolka stavu paliva, kompas a hodinky
byly v tomto obdobi mimofddné dileZité. Ale oproti nékterym zaZitym pied-
stavdm jen nékolik mdlo letcd skoncilo ve vindch La Manche kvdli vyZerpdani
paliva. Naprosta vétsina nouzovych pfistani na vodni hladiné byla béhem Bitvy
o Britanii zpisobena bojovym poskozenim. V tomto sméru se ale N&mci snaZili
své letce zaijistit namoini a leteckou zéchrannou sluzbou. Doslo i k pfipadu, Ze
némecky pilot byl vyzvednut svymi kolegy v Usti TemZel

N&mcOim se béhem ,Kanalkampfu“ poddfilo dosdhnout nad prilivem vzduiné
prevahy. Ale RAF jim byla zdatnym soupefem. Za pozornost stoji boje, kterymi
prodla lIl./JG 52 b&hem 24. a 25. Eervence u Margate a Doveru. Pfi obou
stietnutich se Spitfiry z 610. squadrony RAF ji sice byla uzndna dvé vitézstvi,
ale pfisla o osm letound a letcd. Oviem 3okuijici je, Ze padli nebo zajati byli
velitel Gruppe, jeho pobotnik a &tyfi velitelé Staffell Jednotka musela byt
po pdr dnech staZena z fronty. Jako zacinajici stihaci v ni v této dobé létala
budouci legenddrni esa vychodni fronty Giinther Rall, Edmund Rossmann nebo
Josef Zwernemann.

V druhé poloviné Cervence a v prvnim tydnu srpna se do severozdpadni Fran-
cie pfesunul vyrazny podet stihacich jednotek a jejich pocet dosdhl dvacet pét
Jagdgruppen zaclenénych (az na ErprGr. 210) do vys$e zminénych osmi Jagd-
geschwader. Z ndmeckého pohledu zagala Bitva o Britanii 8. srpna 1940, kdy
zapoala fdaze takzvané ,zostfené letecké vélky proti Anglii (verschaferte
Luftkrieg gegen England) a trvala aZ do konce Fijna 1940.



Bé&hem téchto padesdti dnd se viak nejednalo o nepfetrzitou denodenni bitvu.

Napfiklad dvandct dnd uplynulo bez jakychkoli bojovych letd kvili nepfizni
pocasi. Osmndict dnd bitvy mélo na némecké strané pomémé malou aktivity,
s poctem bojovych letd méné neZ dvé sté. A Slo navic o prizkumné akce
a stihani spojeneckych letound nad Francii a Belgii.

Od zacatku ,,zostiené letecké valky* klesal pocet bojeschopnych stihacich let-
c z pfiblizngé 950 na 650. Jen béhem patndécti dnd byl pocet bojovych letd
tak vysoky, Ze urcity pocet pilotd startoval vice neZ jednou. Némecky historik

Messerschmitt Bf 109E-4 ze Stab JG 53 ,Pik As" vyfotografovany béhem doplfiovéni paliva na
zdkladné La Villiaze na ostrové Guernsey v Normanskych ostrovech. Hptm. Wilhelm Meyerweissflog byl
jednapadesdtiletym veterdnem z prvni svétové vdlky. S timto strojem padl do britského zajeti 5. zafi

19 40. Foto: Bundesarchiv via Wikimedia Commons

Dr. Jochen Prien a jeho spolupracovnici uvadi, Ze od 8. srpna do 30. Fijna
1940 némecky stihaZ v proméru absolvoval 50 bojovych letd v trvdani 80 aZ
100 minut, pfi nichZ doslo asi ve 20 pFipadech ke stfetu s nepfitelem. Pfirozend
existovaly vyjimky, pfedeviim u veliteld Gruppe a Staffel.

Po dvou dnech rozsdhlejSich boji nad Anglii spustili Némci 13. srpna ,,Operaci
Orli otok” (Unternehmen Adlerangriff), coZ byla intenzivni faze konfrontace
s RAF a nalety na jeji infrastrukturu. Tento den mél kryci jméno ,Den Orli*
(Adlertag) a zapocal tyden této letecké bitvy. Do 18. srpna ndmedti stihaci (s
Bf 109 a Bf 110) nahldsili 386 leteckych vitézstvi pfi ztraté 61 sestielenych
nebo té&Zce poikozenych Bf 109 a 70 dvoumistnych Bf 110. B&hem necelého
tydne Luftwaffe pfisla o 93 dvoumotorovych bombardérd a 42 stfemhlavych
Ju 87 ,Stuka®. Nad Briténii nebyly Ju 87 naddle nasazovdny. Ale nebylo fomu
tak kvili ztratam, které byly ihned nahrazeny, ale kvili jejich krdatkému doletu.
Po 15. srpnu byly z dennich operaci odvolany bombardéry Luftflotte 3 a 5,
naddle operovaly jen v noci.

Veleni Luftwaffe se tyden po Adlertagu rozhodlo, Ze stihac¢i musi zménit styl
stihacich doprovodd. Nyni méli stihaci zostat co nejblize svych svéfench. To jim
vzalo jejich hlavni taktickou vyhodu - pfi vzddaleném doprovodu veas spatfit
nepfitele a s vyhodou prevyseni zautocit. Obtiznost takového Ukolu ndzorné
ve svych pamétech vysvétluje Ginther Rall (275 v.): ,,Doprovod Stuk nad Ka-
nalem, to je pfiblizné tak obtizné, juko kdyZ se nékdo pokusi prevést rodinku
jezkd pres ddlnici. Stuky dosahuji v horizontdlnim letu cestovni rychlosti 250
km/h, to neni o moc vice, neZ kolik potfebuje pIn& natankovand a vyzbrojend
stodevitka, aby se udrzela ve vzduchu. ... Na ddlnici se vam jezky také podafi
zachranit jen kdyZ zastavite provoz daleko od nich a ne kdyZ jdete vpravo
i vlevo pfimo s nimi."

RAF se zac¢datkem zafi zacala koncentrovat pouze na bombardovaci formace
a zamérné se snaZila ignorovat skupiny letadel, které jeji navodéi dle rada-
rovych signald vyhodnotili jako stihace. Luftwaffe se 5. zdfi rozhodla z kazdé
Jagdgruppe vyélenit jednu Staffel a nasadit ji jako bombardovaci. Némci se
tak pripravili o kapacitu stihacd, ktefi mohli mit zasadni roli v poréZce RAF, jeZ
nebyla daleko. Dalsim a tentokrdt zasadné chybnym krokem bylo Géringovo
rozhodnuti ze 7. zafi - zménit cil ndletd z infrastruktury RAF na Londyn. To
vedlo k mnoha ztrdtdm na Zivotech civilistd, ale RAF vyuZila ndsleduijici tyden
pro reorganizaci a doplnéni ztrat. Ve vyvrcholilo 15. zdii nad vychodnim
Londynem. Kombinace obla¢nosti nad cilem a dobfe organizovany dtok stihaéo
RAF zpusobil nejvétsi ztraty Luftwaffe v Bitvé o Britanii - 36 bombardérd a 22
stihaek bylo sestieleno nebo t&Zce poskozeno.

Luftwaffe op&t zménila taktiku 20. zdfi. Jeji sthaci bombardéry provedly
bombardovdni z vysky nékolika tisic metrd. Bylo to sice malo efektivni a jed-
nalo se terorizujici Utoky na obyvatelstvo, ale letecti ndvodéi RAF zacali znovu
své sthade nasazovat profti sthacim formacim Luftwaffe.

V ndsleduijicich tydnech Némci rizné ménili svou taktiku a dosahovali dilcich
Uspéchd jak v boji s RAF, tak i pfi naletech dvoumotorovych bombardérd.
Napfiklad bombardovanim tovdarny firmy Supermarine ve Woolstonu se jim
docasné podafilo zastavit vyrobu Spitfird. Nicméné v poloviné fijna Némci od-
loZili vylodéni v Anglii (Unternehmen Seeléwe) na neurdito. Hrozba invaze na

posledni vyspu svobody v Evropé byla zaZehndna. Jako zcela nedginné se
ukdzalo nasazeni stodevitek v roli bombardérd, které navic saumy potfebovaly
sthaci doprovod. Tyto mise nesly oznaceni Jaboeinsétze a v fijnu jich Luftwaffe
provedla 2633, prevaingé na Londyn. Slo tedy zhruba o 660 tun trhaviny.
Stejné mnoZstvi vZitetné zatéZe dokdzalo o tfi roky pozdéji nad Némecko
dopravit asi 240 Boeingl B-17 pfi jednom ndletu.

Zajimavou kapitolou je identifikagni oznageni, které bylo b&hem Bitvy o Brita-
nii na jednomotorovych stihackdach zavedeno. Na pocatku srpna dostaly stihaci
jednotky rozkaz natfit Zlutou barvou malou ¢ést smérovky, konce kfidla a vys-
kovky. Doslo k uréitému nedorozuméni a pfinejmensim v I./1G 2, 1./1G 3, IlI./
1G 27,1./G 52 a lIl./JG 53 jsou z britské strany doloZeny bilé identifikaéni
prvky na sestfelenych stihagkdch. To ale Luftwaffe korigovala rozkazem z 10.
srpna, v némz bylo zdiraznéno, ze bilad barva se pouZivat nema a spravnym
odstinem je Zlutd. Pfinejmensim ¢ast Utvard podfizend Jafi 3 tato oznaceni
je3t& na konci srpna nezavedla.

Dobfe znamé Zluté natéry motorovych krytd a celych smérovek byly nafize-
ny 9. zafi 1940 jako identifikacni prvek strojd zapojenych do akei sthacich
bombardéri, coZ se patrné tykalo i jejich doprovodu. Zajimavosti je, Ze Némci
vydali 3. zafi rozkaz pro zavedeni identifikacnich prvkd na francouzskych civil-
nich a kuryrnich letadlech. Také se mélo jednat o Zluté konce k¥idel, ale navic
mél byt Zluté natfen konec trupu v délce pfiblizné dvou metrd a smérovka.

Luftwaffe za tuto leteckou kampaii od 8. srpna do 31. Fijna 1940 zaplatila
vice neZ péti sty Messerschmitty Bf 109, které byly zni¢eny nebo téZce potko-
zeny. Piiblizné ctyfi sta jejich pilotd padlo nebo bylo zajato, pét desitek dal-
Sich bylo vainé zranéno. Némecti letci v témze obdobi (véetné osadek Bf 110
a bombardérd) ndarokovali 2169 vitézstvi. Veleni Luftwaffe pfedpokladalo,
Ze a% z jedné tfetiny se miZe jednat o vitézstvi narokovand dvojité. To nebylo
daleko od skutegnych ztrat RAF, Presto Luftwaffe opakované nedokdazala ob-
jektivné vyhodnotit celkovou situaci protivnika a pfijimala chybné rozhodnuti.
Britové v tomto sméru byli ve vyhodnéjsi pozici, diky radarv dokdzali pruzné
reagovat na taktickou situaci. Aviak jejich sluZzba ULTRA, jeZ dokdazala de-
Sifrovat némecké depede kédované pistroji Enigma, neméla na pribéh boji
vyznamny vliv. Némci totiZ vétiinu hlaseni a rozkazd posilali pozemni telekomu-
nikaeni infrastrukturou. ULTRA napfiklad zachytila depese o pFipravé ,Adler-
tagu”, ale nedokdazala objasnit jeho vyznam ani nacasovani.

Patrné nejvyssi ztraty béhem jednoho dne ze viech nasazenych Jagdgruppe
vtrpéla I./JG 77 pfi bojich 31. srpna 1940. Bylo to jeji prvni nasazeni v Bitvé
o Britanii, docilila sice péti vitgzstvi, ale ztratila sedm Bf 109 a 3est piloty,
dalsi dva stroje byly poskozeny. Jedinym sestfelenym letcem, ktery se z mofe
zachranil byl Fw. Adolf Borchers, budouci drZitel Rytifského kfize a vitéz nad
132 soupefi.

Nejuspéingjsimi stihaci mezi 8. srpnem a 31. Fijnem se stali Adolf Galland z
IG 26 s 32 vitdzstvimi, Helmut Wick z JG 2 s 30 v, Werner Mélders z JG
51 s 28 v, Walter Oesau z JG 51 s 25 v. a Herbert Ihlefeld z 1.(J) /LG 2 s 21
vitézstvimi. Tfemi nejusp&in&j§imi Jagdgruppe ve stejném obdobi jsou I./1G 2
.Richthofen* se 126 uznanymi sestiely, lIl./JG 26 ,Schlageter” se 105 a lll./
JG 51 s 89 sestiely.

Staffelkapitdn 9./1G 3 Oblt. Egon Troha byl s fimto Bf 109E-4 zajat 29. fijna 1940 po
boji se Spitfiry 7 4. squadrony. Letoun puvodné patfil Lt. Franzu Achleitnerovi, jenZ padl do
zajeti s jinym strojem 24. srpna. Foto: IWM via Wikimedia Commons
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/A Bf109E-3, WNr. 5102, Lt. Herbert Kunze, Stab I./JG 77, Déberitz, Némecko, éerven 1940

Tento letoun byl vyroben v tovarné WNF na poéatku podzimu 1939 a obdrzela jej I./JG 77 pod velenim Hptm. Johannese Jankeho. PFed vypuknutim druhé
svétové valky se jeho jednotka ¢asto presouvala. Neni divu, Ze pFislunicil./JG 77 sami sobé ironicky Fikali ,Wanderzirkus Janke“ (Jankeho ko¢ovny cirkus) a
své pocity z neustalych piesunt vyjadFili o$lapanou botou coby emblémem jednotky. Jankeho poboénik Lt. Kunze se narodil v Berliné v roce 1918, v zafi 1940
dosahldvou vitézstvia dockal se povySenido hodnosti Oberleutnant. Padl v boji se Spitfiry z No. 603 Squadron 14. zafi 1940 kdyZ pilotoval Bf 109E-4 WNr. 3759.
ZFitilse uLympne a o dva dny pozdéji byl pochovan na hibitové v Hawkinge. Kunze pouzival pivodné Bf 109E-1se jménem ,Sepp” pod kabinou, ale pro tento Bf
109E-3 zvolilmalbumalého kralika s kopim meziusimaandapisem ,Kieki".
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B Bf 109E-4, WNr. 5274, Lt. Werner Machold, 1./JG 2, Marigny, Francie, cerven 1940

Na po¢atku druhé svétové valky slouzil Werner Machold u1./JG 2.V Bitvé o Francii byl velmi ispésny a dosahl deseti vitézstvi véetné sestfell tFiHurricant a
jednoho Spitfiru. Svého jedendctého vitézstvi docilil 11. srpna v polednich hodindch u Portlandu, kdy si narokoval sestfeleni jednoho Tomahawku.
Oberfeldwebel Machold pokracoval v leteckych vitézstvich v pribéhu bitvy o Britanii. Byl osmym letcem, jenz jich ziskal dvacet. Za své dvacaté prvni vitézstvi
byl 5. z&Fi vyznamendn Rytifskym kFizem. O dva dny pozdéji byl pfevelen k 9./JG 2. Sestfelenim tfi SpitfirG 30. zafi docilil
24. az 26. vitézstvi. Na jare 1941 byl v hodnosti Oberleutnant jmenovan velitelem 7./JG 2. Do britského zajeti padl 9. ¢ervna 1941 pfi bombardovacim Gtoku
nakonvojuPortlandu. Jeho Bf109E-7/Z (WNr.5983) ,bild15“ zasahliprotiletadlovi délostrelcizdoprovodného torpédoborce aMachold muselse svym strojem
pfistdt u Swanage v Dorsetu. Celkem mu bylo uznano 32 leteckych vitézstvi pfi vice nez 250 bojovych letech. VSech svych sestfell dosahl
nazapadnim bojisti.
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C Bf 109E-1, WNr. 3413, Lt. Hans Krug, 5./JG 26, Marquise, Francie, ¢ervenec 1940

HansKrug se narodilvroce 1899 abéhem prvni svétové valky slouzil u nékolika bavorskych leteckych jednotek. Bojové byl nasazen od bfezna do kvétna 1918.
Pro svij vysoky vék byl v Luftwaffe zpo&atku povaZovan za pfilis starého na to, aby se stal stihatem. Proto se ve Spanélské ob&anské valce nepfipojil k Legii
Condor, ale vstoupil do Spanélského nacionalistického letectva. Casto létal po boku $panélského esa Joaquina Garcii Morata, jehoZ Fiat CR.32 nesl
toreadorské motto ,VISTA SUERTE Y ALTORO" (Vzhled, tésténa a na bykal). Krug tento napis pozdéji prevzal a mél jej namalovan na svém ,Emilu”. Nakonec
byl totiz do Luftwaffe prijat a proSel Uspésnou sluzbou u 11./JG 26 ,Schlageter” jako Leutnant. Béhem Bitvy o Francii narokoval pét vitézstvi,
z nichz jedno nebylo potvrzeno, ale véechna si nechal vyznaéit na svém letounu. Béhem bitvy o Britanii Krug zaznamenal dalSich pét vitézstvi a stal
se velitelem 4./JG 26. Ve vecernich hodindch 7. zafi 1940 byl sestfelen stihaéi RAF nad Anglii a nouzové pfistal u Pluckley. Hans Krug je nékdy zaménovan za
bombardovaciho letce Lt. Petera Kruga, ktery uprchl ze zajateckého taborav Kanadé do USA.
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D Bf 109E-4, WNr. 3709, Oblt. Josef F6z0, velitel 4./JG 51, Desvres, Francie, cervenec 1940

Nastydly havran s destnikem byl znakem I1./JG 51. Pozdéji ho prevzaly jednotlivé Staffeln této Gruppe a nechdvaly si ho malovat s odlisnym barevnym
pozadim. Mickey Mouse je osobnim emblémem Josefa F6zd, ktery pochazel z Vidné. Pivodné slouzil v rakouském letectvu, do Luftwaffe vstoupilvroce 1938 a
prihlasil se ke sluzbé ve Spanélsku, kde docilil tii vitézstvi. Na pocatku valky byl jiz velitelem 4./JG 51. BEhem ,podivné valky* sestFelil jeden balon
abéhem ,Kanalkampfu“zniilv éervencidvé stihacky RAF. Jednalo se o Hurricany No. 56. Squadron u cap Griz-Nez. Béhem bitvy o Britanii ziskal dalSich devét
vitézstvi a jesté jedno pFidal vdubnu 1941. Poté se stal velitelem celé I1./JG 51, ale utrpél téZké zranéni na vychodni fronté v cervenci1941. Béhem téhoZz mésice
byl vyznamenan Rytifskym kFizem. Po uzdraveni prevzal veleni nad I./JG 51 v kvétnu 1942, opét na Vychodé. TéhoZ mésice byl ovéem opét téZce zranén. Po
dlouhé rekonvalescenci pfevzal vedeni operaéné vycvikové jednotky JG 108. Na svém konté mél F6z6 celkem 27 vitézstvi véetné tFi
ve Spanélsku.Zemrelve Vidnivroce1979 ve véku 67 let.
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E Bf 109E-3, Maj. Adolf Galland, velitel I1l./JG 26, Caffiers, Francie, srpen 1940

se 105 sestrely. Svého posledniho vitézstvi u Ill./JG 26 (19. aZz 22.) doséhl 15. srpna. Je mozné, Ze sestrelil Spitfire jednoho z es RAF, F/Lt A. C. Deera
zNo.54 Squadron. Pfidalsim letu zniéil dva Spitfiry zNo. 64 Sqn. Galland byl 22. srpna jmenovan Kommodorem celé JG 26 ,Schlageter”.V pozdéjsifazivalky se
ujal funkce General der Jagdflieger a stal se nejmlad$im generalem Luftwaffe. S Géringem nevychézel pFili$ dobfe a v roce 1944 svou pozici ztratil. V
poslednich mésicich valky mu bylo umoZnéno zorganizovat elitni Gtvar Jagdverband 44 s proudovymi Me 262 Schwalbe. Adolf Galland dosahl celkem 104
vitézstvipri705bojovych letech, znichZ nejméné sedmidocililnaMe 262 a sestrelil také ¢tyri étyFmotorové bombardéry. Sm byl sestrelen étyfikrat.
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F Bf 109E-3, Maj. Adolf Galland, CO of I./JG 26, Caffiers, Francie, konec srpna 1940

Toto je pozdéjsi verze Gallandova osobniho stroje se Zlutymi identifikacnimi prvky, které Luftwaffe zavedla na zacatku srpna 1940. Nékteri autori
se domnivaji, Ze se jedna o stroj WNr. 4820, s nimz Galland létal v srpnu a jednalo se o jeho posledni osobni stroj u l1l./JG 26. Tento stroj byl sice vyroben
v Eervenci 1940 firmou Arado jako verze E-1/B a Gallandtv zapisnik letli rovnéz udava verzi E-1, ale fotografie jasné ukazuiji, Ze kFidlo je vybaveno kanony
v kFidle. Z tohoto obdobi je zndm jesté jeden stroj, jemuz je pFisuzovano vyrobni ¢islo 4820. Ale i v tomto pFipadu je jeho ,Emil“ vybaven kanony v kfidle
a star$im typem prekrytu kabiny. Po vélce se Galland zapojil do budovani argentinského letectva a aktivné pisobil ve Svazu némeckych stihaéu. Také
sestaljednim zporadcd pfinatdéenifilmuBitva o Britanii. Daliz poradct, legendarniRobert S. Tuck se stal jeho blizkym pFitelem a kmotrem jeho syna.
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G WNr. 1480, Oblt. Franz von Werra, Gruppenadijutant I1./JG 3, Wierre-au-Bois, Francie, zari 1940

Franz von Werra se stal prvnim némeckym stihacim esem, které padlo do britskych rukou. Stalo se tak rano 5. zari 1940, kdy byl s timto ,Emilem*“ sestfelen
nad hrabstvim Kent.Von Werra se poté stal znamy diky svému Utéku z kanadského zajateckého tadbora. Dokazal se pfes plilku svéta vratitnanémecké izemia
pokracovat v bojovych letech. To se mu stalo osudnym, kdyz se 25. Fijna 1941 nevratil z letu nad Kandlem. Von Werrlv stroj je ¢asto zobrazovan s bilym
motorovym krytem, diikladné studium fotografii a archivnich podkladt véak dokazuje, Ze tuto barvu nenesl. Domnélou bilou barvou byl ve skuteénosti novéjsi
asvétlejSinatérbarvouRLM65. Je mozné, Ze kryt pochdzel zjiného letounu. Svislad ocasniplocha nese symboly von Werrovych GspéchU, tedy osm vzdudnych
vitézstviapétnazemiznicenychletounli. Nakazdé strané jsou zndzornényvtrochujiné podobé&. Spodnikamuflaznibarvaje nandbézné hranékfidlavytazena
aznajehohorniplochu.
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H Bf 109E-1, WNr. 3771, Fw. Ernst Arnold, 3./JG 27, Peuplingues, Francie, srpen 1940

Fw.Arnold byl sestfelen 30.srpna odpoledne béhemvolného lovuand Anglii, kdyz byla formace 1./JG 27 byla ne¢ekané napadena stihaci RAF. ArnoldGv , Emil*
inkasoval zasahy do chladice, patrné od F/OB. J. G. Carburyho zNo. 603 Sqn. Podafilo se mu pfistat ve Westwood Court pobliZ Faversham v Kentu. Letadlo bylo
vystaveno v Exeteru pro Uéely vefejné shirky. Emblém s Afrikou byl u I./JG 27 zaveden na jaFe 1940 jako pFipominka némeckych kolonii ztracenych po prvni
svétové valce. NGzky (ném. Schere) a malé .r* jsou slovni hFicka se jménem velitele Schwarmu 3. Staffel. Slo o populadrniho Lt. Ulricha Scherera. Ten byl
nezvéstny od 20. éervence 1940 po boji s Hurricany No. 615 Sqn. u Cherbourgu. Jednotka vtomtéZ boji ztratilai velitele Gruppenkommandeura Hptm. Helmuta
Riegela. V tomto obdobi byl velitelem 3. Staffel Oblt. Gerhard Homuth, budouci Gspésny velitel 1./JG 27 v africkém taZeni a drZitel Rytifského kFize. Homuth v
roce 1940 dosdhl 15 vitézstvi a jeho celkové skére se zastavilo na ¢isle 63 pfi 450 bojovych letech.
Po dvacetiminutovém boji se sovétskymistihaci2.srpna1943 bylveden jako nezvéstny.
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Bf 109E-1, WNr. 3417, Gefr. Erich Mummert, 4./JG 52, Peuplingues, Francie, zari 1940

Tento Messerschmitt mél v Luftwaffe dlouhou kariéru. Vyroben byl u firmy Arado na konci léta 1939. Nesl kamufldZ barvami RLM 71,02 a 65 a jeho zbarveni
patrné proslo nékolika zménami. Nedd se vyloucit, Ze byl vyroben ve schématu RLM 70/71 na hornich plochach. Patrné omylem byl tento letoun
v zdznamech JG 52 veden jako verze E-4. Emblém s Cervenou ko¢kou byl zaveden jiz v roce 1939, kdy jednotka jesté nesla dfivéjsi oznaceni1./JG 71. Erich
Mummert byl vtomto ,Emilu” sestielen odpoledne 30. zaFi pFi stihacim doprovodu. Sest stihac(i z JG 52 se po napadeni Spitfiry pokusilo utvoFit obranny kruh,
ale dochdzelo jim palivo a museli se z boje odpoutat. Stfetnuti bylo ponékud neprehledné a Mummertiv letoun byl zasaZen do chladi¢e palbou jiného
Messerschmittu. Podarilo se mu pFistat na bficho u leti$té Detling. Dalsi pilot z 11./JG 52 byl také sestrelen, zachranil se na paddku a padl do zajeti také
u Detlingu. Velitelem 4./JG 52 byl legendarni Johannes Steinhoff, ktery se na konci valky stal Kommodorem JG 7 s proudovymi Me 262 a nakonec se pfidal ke

GallandovuJagdverbandu 44.
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J Bf 109E-4, WNr. 5375, Hptm. Wilhelm Meyerweissflog, Stab JG 53, Etaples, Francie, zari 1940

Wilhelm Meyerweissflog se narodil v roce 1889 a béhem prvni svétové valky slouzil v armadé. Po valce il zfejmé ve Svycarsku a jako obchodnik casto
cestoval do USA. V JG 53 ,Pik As" slouzil jako administrativni distojnik u $tdbu eskadry. Jeho stroj byl vyfotografovan béhem dopliiovéni paliva na byvalé
britské zakladné La Villiaze na okupovaném ostrové Guernsey (Normanské ostrovy). Do zajeti padl 5. zaFi 1940. Béhem vyslechu uvedl Ze ,vidél kolegy jak
startuji a napadlo ho, Ze poleti s nimi. Skoéil tedy do letadla, letél zhruba smérem na Anglii a dostal zasah do palivové nadrZe od britské stihacky”. Patrné od
Spitfiru F/Lt. Hughese z No. 234 Sqgn. Hptm. Meyerweissflog poté nouzové pFistal u farmy Monkton pobliz St. Nicholas-at-Wade v 15 hod 45 min. VySel
ztoho bez zranéni jak uvedl,spiSe diky $tésti nez dobrému odhadu situace”. Kdyz byl zadrzen, nemél nejmensi ponéti kde se nachazi. Svij let Britdm popsal
jako ,velmivolnoupatrolu®, pFic¢emz podle vySetfovatell projevil ,dobrou moralku v tézké situaci*.
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K Bf 109E-4, WNr. 3709, Oblt. Josef F6z6, CO of 4./JG 51, Desvres, Francie, druha polovina zari 1940

Letoun Josefa F6z6 po 14. vitézstvi dosazeném v rannich hodinach 15. fijna u Londyna béhem doprovodu stihacich bombardérd. Zluté natieny kryt motoru a
smérovkajsouidentifikaénim oznaenim zavedenym na po&atku zafipro ,stodevitky“zapojené do misi stihacich bombardéru.
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L Bf 109E-4, WNr. 5153, Oblt. Egon Troha, velitel 9./JG 3, Desvres, Francie, rijen 1940

Egon Troha se narodil v Rakousku v roce 1916. Po pilotnim a stihacim vycviku byl pfidélen v roce 1939 k JG 26. Pozdéji slouzil u JG 27 a nakonec byl zafazen k
111./JG 3. Troha béhem roku 1940 docilil péti vitézstvi, véetné sestrelu jednoho nizozemského Fokkeru CV a 1. fijna byl jmenovén velitelem 9./JG 3. Svého
posledniho vitézstvidosahl26.Fijna po poledni zdpadné od Boulogne. Patrné se jednalo o Hurricane No. 605 Sqn. Do zajeti padl 29. Fijna po boji se Spitfiry No. 74
sqn.Domnival se, Ze mu zada kryje jeho wingman, namisto toho véak dostal zdsahy do chladice. Nouzové pristalu Shepherdswellu. Vkanadském zajateckém
tdbore prisel o oko pfi vzpourfe a byl repatriovdn do Némecka. Po nédvratu byl povySen do hodnosti Hauptmann a slouzil aZ do konce valky
kabiny, ale patrnéinové kanony MG FF/M, takze byl nadale veden jako verze E-4. Emblém s mof'skym konikem navrhlo jddro pdvodnich letcl této Staffel, ktefi
mélislouzit ve stihacijednotce nanémecké letadlové lodi Graf Zeppelin.
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Bf 109E-4, WNTr. 4869, Lt. Bernhard Malischewski, Stab 11./JG 54, Campagne-les-Guines, Francie,

Fijen 1940

UND DIE GESCHICHTE GEHT LANGSAM ZU ENDE
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Tento ,Emil“byl osobnim strojem Lt. Bernharda Malischewskiho, distojnika tabul1./JG 54. U jednotky slouZil dlouho, jiZ od doby, kdy méla pivodni oznaéeni
1./JG 76. Jednoho vitézstvi doséhl béhem ,podivné valky” a tfi dalsi pFidal béhem bitvy o Francii a o Britanii. Posledniho Gspéchu docilil 29. zaFi sestrelem
Spitfiru u Londyna. Malischewski byl zajat 12. fijna po nouzovém pristanijizné od Tenderdenu v Kentu. Jeho pfemoZitelem se pravdépodobné stal S/LdrR. S.
Tuck. Samotny Malischewski ovéem tvrdil, Ze béhem souboje do$lo na jeho stroji k zavadé motoru a jeho letoun skuteéné nemél Zadné zasahy od nepratelské
palby. Ve Spojeném Krélovstvi byl drzen v zajeti v tabofe €. 13, tzv. Hayes Camp ve Swanwicku v Derbyshire. Pfidal se ke skupiné zajatctiktera planovala Gték
vykopanym tunelem. Pfezdivali si ,Swanwick Tiefbau A. G.“ a jejim élenem byl také napfiklad Franz von Werra. Tfem zajatcim se podafilo uniknout, ale
Malischewski se Gtéku vzdal béhem kopdni tunelu. V inoru 1945 byl potrestan 28 dny samotky za pokus o (ték z vlaku béhem pfesunu z jednoho kanadského
zajateckéhotaboradodruhého.V zajetibyl povysendohodnostiOberleutnant.Zemrelvroce1975.
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